
Out of My Mind*  
Joodi Ward, Headmistress
Lamenting my upcoming retirement, one of our 3  gradersrd

asked what would happen to Anarchy Recess? She knows that
most schools don’t encourage or even allow the making of
forts and mudpies, Dodgeball, digging with shovels or general
charging around with sticks.
 
Before calls are made to Child Protective Services, let me
assure you that the 3  grade student was not describing ard

version of ! Adults are present and in charge.Lord of the Flies
Students know it and feel safe. They are then free to explore,
build, compete, create or just run around hollering and
chasing one another.
 
In an era when recess has been shrunk or even eliminated we
hold on to the rightness of “down” time free from the
academic rigor that consumes much of the day. All work and
no play does, indeed, make Jack a dull boy. It can be a
messy, noisy and slightly chaotic affair, but that’s how Imago
rolls!
 
We have begun the school year strong and well. The
Transition Adventure has many moving parts to it on top of
the usual demands of each day. I urge you to pray often for
dear Imago. Pray especially that the Enemy would not be able
to take advantage of the present uncertainties. Pray for the
“peace which passes all understanding” to deepen in families
and staff alike.
 
As He has for the past 35 years, the Lord will see us through.
*Thanks to Joseph Bayly
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Contact us at

imago@imagoschool.org
 

Keep up with us on Facebook
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"All Things Considered" 
Danny Burbeck
 
Following on from our Spring/Summer Newsletter
article on the importance of Imago's name, this fall
we want to give you another brief insight into what
really makes the Imago School so special.

Flowing from the truth that God is the creator of all
things is the obvious implication that He cares
about all aspects of life. This is easily said but
harder to live out.  Many times Christians are
attracted to a line of thinking that holds that God
really only cares about "spiritual" things like prayer,
church, evangelism and missions.  While these are
essential activities, they do not reflect the whole
range of life that we were originally created to
engage in.  God cares about fish, government,
beautiful colors, poetry and numbers. After all, as
C.S. Lewis said, "He invented them." 
 
Therefore, central to Imago's mission is the sharing
of the whole range of God's good creation with our
students. At Imago“all things are considered” and
engaged in with relish, seriousness and joy. Since they are all intimately tied to who He is
as the Creator, to know and love them is an essential part of knowing and loving Him.

  
 

Update from the Board of Directors
Aaron Weitekamp- Board Member
 
The Imago Board of Directors recently came together for a day-long retreat at L'Abri
Fellowship in Southborough, MA. This was an appropriate setting to plan for the
retirement of The Imago School founders Joodi and Linny. In many ways L'Abri was where
it all started, providing the worldview on which Imago would lay its foundation. We spent
time with director Dick Keyes and discussed prepared topics such as the unique Christian
view of the child and the impact of egalitarianism in education. Out of that flowed
discussion on guiding principles of admissions, teacher hiring and the role of a
headmaster.
 
Some may argue this is all too academic, desiring a more tactical approach to move
Imago forward. While that is coming very soon, the board believes time spent here will
pay big dividends in guiding all the decisions before the board. As we engage more
directly in hiring, admissions and fund raising we will be much better prepared to guide
Imago through the coming months and years.
 
We welcome your questions and covet your prayers. You can expect more regular updates
and time for discussion in the new year.
 



  
The 3rd Grade

Geography Projects
The United States of America!

 
The 3rd grade geography projects came out wonderfully! We're so proud of our students.
Can you find Massachusetts?
 

A Liberating Education 
Linny Dey, Academic Dean
 
The understanding of freedom which most people hold to today is very different from that
held in earlier times. When Jesus told his disciples that “The truth shall make you free,”
He was not telling them that gaining knowledge would allow them to be anything they
wanted to be. The modern idea of freedom is freedom  limits or restrictions; it’sfrom
equated with the right to choose no matter the choice.
 
Freedom meant something quite different to those who first sought to provide an
education in the liberal arts to those living in ancient Greece or medieval Europe.  isLiber
the Latin word for ; a liberal arts education is meant to be a liberating education, thatfree
is, an education which helps students understand what they were made for and gives
them the abilities to do what they were made to do. Ancient pagans and Christians alike
believed that there was an ideal all people were meant to live up to. Aristotle said that
freedom was “the unimpeded capacity for a creature to make real the fulfillment that is
built into him.” This is far from the modern idea that we have the freedom to define
ourselves and create our own identity. It is very much akin to the freedom which Adam
and Eve experienced in Eden before the Fall, the freedom to be what God created them to
be.
 
This year the Imago faculty is reading and discussing a book called Life Under

 by Anthony Esolen. Esolen’sCompulsion: Ten Ways to Destroy the Humanity of Your Child



contention is that the modern idea of freedom as the right to do whatever one wants to
do actually enslaves people rather than setting them free. In the case of education Esolen
explains how an education which applies the scientific method to the art of teaching and
which elevates technique over content fails to feed the students’ imaginations through
exposure to great literature and a knowledge of history and is neither a human nor a
freeing education. He says, “We do not win our freedom by ignoring the past because it is
the past. We win our freedom by using our critical imagination, which makes the past
present to us, and makes us heirs of a prodigious patrimony.” He goes on to say:
 

The value of the old liberal education was not that it made men “well-rounded” like a
ball bearing, but it gave them the freedom of the height and breadth and depth of
human experience, including man’s mysterious encounter with his Creator. To be free
is not to live in no place and at no time but to live in one time as in the shadow of all
places, and to live in one time as in the morning twilight of eternity.
 

Reading great literature and learning history can make this possible. This is the kind of
freedom we want Imago students to understand and experience.
 
 

DANGER! HAZARD! 
Construction Zone
Builder "Beans" came to visit the Kindergarten during "B" week.

 
General Contractor, Steve Buchanan, came into the Kindergarten classroom during "B"
week for some hands on lessons is "B"uilding!  The kids had a blast swinging a hammer,
using a screwdriver and practicing their skills with a tape measure. What a sight!
 

  
 



Development Note
Danny Burbeck
In the spring newsletter we mentioned that only three new students would have covered
our financial shortfall for the year at that point. We thought you would be encouraged to
hear that, this year, Imago's student body has grown by 16 students. We are not content
to stop there so please keep us in your prayers and in your mind when you meet young
families.
 
We have also had a good start to the year financially. The current student families have
made a huge contribution by committing to give a bit extra every month above their
tuition payments. So far we have $20,000 pledged for the year out of the roughly $160K
we will need to raise by June to meet our responsibilities. We hope you will consider
joining the current school families in making a commitment to a small monthly gift to the
school.  This can easily be done through .PayPal on our website
 
The school exists by the grace of God through the generosity of those who value what is
going on in this little corner of His Kingdom. I hope you enjoyed a glimpse of that in this
newsletter.  Thanks for being a part of it.

HAPPENINGS BEYOND THE HALLS...

The 1st and 2nd Grade Field

Trip to the Fruitlands Museum 
Wednesday, October 26, 2016 
The 1st and 2nd grade class took a field trip
to the Fruitlands Museum in Harvard, MA
this past month. They learned about the
Native American culture, made woven
baskets and ate venison stew in an
authentic Native American longhouse! If you
see one of them around the halls you
should ask them what their Indian name is.
I'm sure you will get quite a chuckle!
 

 ;

 GO BLUE!
Another great soccer season

 
 
Imago battled to a winning 2-1 record this
season against the Veritas Academy of
Wayland, the Nashua Christian Academy
and the Maynard Recreation Department
Team.
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